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Coming Soon: The Bicentennial of Poe'sBirth

Thebicentennial of Poe’shirth, January 19,
2009, isfast approaching. Sofar, the Edgar
Allan PoeNational Historic Site (EDAL) is
ontrack for mounting new exhibitsand
restoring the historic houseintimefor
observancesof thissignificant birthday.
Besidesthelong-anticipated makeover of the
ste, EDAL and the Friendsof Poewill
provideanimpressiveroster of eventsand
speakersfor 20009.

In anticipation of 2009, EDAL hasformed
and/or renewed somevital partnerships. The
Rare Book Department of the Free Library of
Philade phiawill kick off thecelebrationin
October 2008 by prominently displaying
highlightsof the Gimbel PoeCollection. Jm
DeWalt, the new head of the Rare Book
Department, plansto offer aneventin
October 2008 to mark the beginning of the
four month period that al 17 of the
department’sbookcaseswill be devoted to
Poe.

EDAL will participatein thelnternational Poe
Conference, whichwill beheldin Philadel phia
from October 8 through 11, 2009 at the
Hyatt Hotel. The conferencewill attract
hundreds of Poe scholarsto the city, eager to
sharethelatest thought and knowledge on
Poe, hiswork andlife.

The Greater PhiladelphiaTourism and
Marketing Corporation will helpto promote
bicentennid events. TheWalt Whitman House
in Camden, New Jersey, recognizing the
professional connection that Poe shared with
Whitman, will assist inthe observances.
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One of the panels designed for new
exhibits at the Edgar Allan Poe
National Historic Site.

Inadditionto offering aroster of eventsin Philadelpia,
EDAL will inform Friendsof Poe membersof what
Poemuseumsin New York, Batimoreand Richmond
have planned. EDAL staff |ook forward to hearing how
other ingtitutionsintend to commemorate Poe. If you
haveany Poe Bicentennial newsor would liketo
volunteer to cover events, pleasevisit www.nps.gov/
edal and click on“email” or cal (215) 597-8780.



Surprise! (for Poe scholars): Poe Declared Bankruptcy

By Helen M cKenna-Uff, Park Ranger

Thanksto Poe Friend Herb M oscovitz for
sendingword of anarticleinthe June8
“Weekend” section of the Philadelphialnquirer.
Thearticle, “Firg-person History:

Eyewitnessesto America sPast” by JosephA.
Slobodzian, provides stunning news. Poehad
been declared abankrupt. Admittedly, thismight
not surprisemost people, who arefamiliar withthe
image of Poeasthe suffering artist. But for those
who have spent yearstrying to know more
thoroughly about the detailsof Poe'slife, the
documentscameasahugesurprise. The
documentsthat Poefiled had been discoveredin
theNational Archivestwo yearsago, but thenews
hasn’t worked it’sway into Poe biographiesyet.
The shocked rangersat the Edgar Allan Poe
National Historic Siteraced to investigatethe
display at the National Congtitution Center.

Poe sfinancia woesbeset himinhis
teens, when hesigned |IOU’sto bedrawn on his
foster father’ sname, debtsthat JohnAllan
wouldn’t honor. And Poe' smoney problems
continued to mount throughout years of bad
timing, bad luck and occasional bad behavior.
Bankruptcy would have been atempting option
for Poethroughout most of hisadult life. It turns
out, however, that the option for Poeto declare
bankruptcy existed for only twoyears.

A quick glanceat thehistory of U.S.
bankruptcy law showsthat Poe had avery brief
window of opportunity to declare bankruptcy. The
first bankruptcy act wasrepeaedin 1803, the
second bankruptcy law wasenactedin 1841 and
repealedin 1843. In aletter to JamesHerron
dated June 1842 Poewrote:

The renewed and hopelessillness of my
wife, ill health on my own part, and
pecuniary embarrassments, have nearly
driven meto distraction. My only hope
of relief isthe “ Bankrupt Act”, of
which | shall avail myself as soon as
possible.

Indeed, Poe applied for bankruptcy on
December 19, 1842, dutifully listingtowhomhe
wasindebted, their addresses, the nature of debt
andtheamount. It'savery illuminating document
and providesawedlth of useful information. It
verifiescomments made by George Graham,
owner of Graham's Magazne, who employed
Poeaseditor. In an article dated 1850, Graham
describes Poe as agonizing over unpaid debts
and keeping meticulousrecords. Inhis1854
essay, “ The Geniusand Characteristicsof the
Late Edgar Allan Pog”’, Graham says of Poe:

“ the sufferings caused by poverty to
the sensitive, proud, educated gentleman
are agoniesindescribable, temptations
irresistible; and Poe’s poverty was at
times excessive, extending to the want of
the mere necessaries of life.”

In“ScheduleA” of hisbankruptcy
filing, PoelistsWilliam Gdt asoneof his
creditorsfor the sum of $20.00. William
Gadlt, Poe'sfoster father’svery wealthy
uncle, had died in 1825 when Poewas 16
yearsold! Poewas 32 when hefiled, sofor
at least half hislife hefretted over adebt
owed to avery wedlthy (and dead) man’'s
estate.

Other creditorsinclude 9 book dealers.
Did Poe haveto purchase all those bookshe
reviewed? Thereisadebt for musiclessons,
which Poefelt hisduty to providehisyoungwife.
Another telling and tragic debt isfor medical
servicesintheamount of $50, most likely
incurred by Virginia srecent diagnosisof
tuberculosis.

Examination of thenameson “ ScheduleA”
of the bankruptcy form reveal many of Poe's
acquaintancesin Richmond, where he spent
most of hisyouth and where hebegan his



professiona career. Included among
those namesis* Robert Stanard”, to
whom Poe owed the then enormous
sum of $150. It was Stanard’smother,
Jane, withwhom Poefdl inloveasa
teenager and for whom hewrotehis
masterpiece poem“ToHeen”. The
debt to Robert, along with othersowed
to creditorslisted aslivingin Richmond

and Philadel phia, must have weighed heavily onthemind of
the proud, ambitious Poe. Thereismuch to be gleaned from
Poe’s bankruptcy documents, concrete evidence of Poe's
financial destitution and desperation.

The documents, part of the exhibit “ Eyewitness:
American Originals from the National Archives’ will
be on display at the National Constitution Center
until September 3rd, 2007.

Recent Friends Events

During Spring 2007 Friends of Poe
membersand staff fromthe Edgar Allan
PoeNational Historic Site (EDAL)
enjoyed threefascinating events. awalking
tour and two visitsthat featured
opportunitiesto seerareand impressive
collections. On March 23, Jim DeWalt,
new head of the Rare Book Department of
theFreeLibrary of Philadel phia, gavea
splendid tour of the Gimbel-Poe Collection.
L etters, in Poe’'shand, that EDAL Park
Rangers had never seen before, were some
of thehighlightsof the collection, which
includesdaguerreotypesof Poe, aminiature
of Poe’'smother, and the stuffed raven
“Grip” that belonged to CharlesDickens.

April 29, Park Ranger Steve
Medeiros, led awaking tour for 16
Friends of Poethrough the one-time
publishing center of Philadel phia. Among
other notableinstitutions, Friendsgot to see
where Burton’s, Graham's and Godey's
periodicalswerepublished inthe 1840's.
Steve'stour will be offered asan activity
for theInternational Poe Conferencewhich
will meet in Philadel phiain October of
20009.

On Saturday, June 9 the Friends
of Poe had aspecial tour of theWalt
Whitman Housein Camden, N.J. Six

Friends of Poe, National Park Service Rangers and
New Jersey Sate Park Rangers at Walt Whitman's
home in Camden, New Jersey.

membersof the Friendsand four park rangerswho
work at the Poe Sitewereabletojointhetour. This
specia event was made possi ble by Whitman House
manager, Dan Blake. Ranger Dick Dyer gavethetour.
Dan brought out anumber of fascinating archival

materia sto show thegroup. Both Dan and Dick
worked at the Poe Sitein the past so they were ableto
point out smilaritiesand differences betweenthetwo
poetsand sites. Thetour ended inthe beautiful
backyard garden.

Note: The next Friends of Poe event will take place
at the Free Library on Thursday, July 19, at 7:00 pm
with readings by Matthew Pear| and Louis Bayard of
recent fiction books featuring Poe. e hope you will
joinus! (See eventslistings).



Updated Friends of Poe - 2007 Calendar of Events

Correction: “A Summer Evening in Poe’s Philadelphia”, an outdoor concert originally scheduled for
July 12, has been postponed indefinitely.

Thursday July 19, 7pm Noted authors Matthew Pearl,
of bestselling The Poe Shadow and L ouisBayard of
thriller The Pale Blue Eyewill appear at the Central
Branch of the FreeLibrary of Philadelphiaat 1901 Vine
Street. Theeventisfree. Call (215) 686-5322 or goto
http:/Amww.library.phila.gov/ for moreinformation.

October 2007 —

Thursday, October 25, 2007 Evening candlelight tours
of the Poe Housefeaturing Poeand histalesof horror! Matthew Pearl
Thissellout event has becomeahighlight of the season. (Photo: Sigrid Estrada)
Toursleaveat 6:00, 6:30 and 7:00 PM. $10.00 per
person but freefor members of the Friends of Poe.
Reservationsarerequired call 215-597-8780,
WWw.nps.gov/inde.

Ongoing Looking for alittle®terror of thesoul” ? The
October film seriesat the Colonid Theatre of _
Phoenixville, PA (yes, thetheater of “ TheBlob’ fame) Louis Bayard

will focusonfilmversionsof Pog sstories. Admissionis (Photo: D.A. Peterson)
$7.00 adult, $6.00 Seniors & Studentsw/ID

$4 children). Showing Sundaysat 2pm:

Oct 7- TheBlack Cat (1934)

Oct 14 - The Raven (1935)

Oct 21 - TheFall of the House of Usher (1960)
tentative— ooking for a35mm print

Oct 28 - Masqgue of the Red Death (1964)
MovielnfoLine: 610-917-0223 and Thegtre Offices:
610-917-1228 227

Bridge Street, Phoenixville, PA 19460
website: www.thecol oniatheatre.com

The Colonial Theatre of
Phoenixville (home of “ The Blob™)
is offering a series of Poe films in
October.



Saturday, October 27,2007 8pm
(doorsopen at 7:30) $20. Don’t miss
this! The GlassPrism, from Scranton and
Wilkes-Barre, PA, who became
successful withtheir 1969 RCA abum,
“Poe Through The Glass Prism” and their
hitsngle, “TheRaven”, will beperforming
livefor the Friendsof Poeat the German
Society, in Philadelphia, PA. They were
oneof theoriginatorsof progressive
concept-based rock, and have many loyal
fanstothisday. Vinyl and CD’swill be
availablefor purchase. Proceedsof this
event will benefit the Friends of Poe. For GlassPrism
ticketsto the event call 800-836-1691 or

215-597-8780. Seatingislimited socall

NOW.

January 2008 — Satur day, January 19,
2008- Celebrate Edgar Allan Poe’'s199th
birthday ontheactual anniversary day!
Wewill befeaturing recordingsby various
famous performers of Poe'spoemsand
stories. At 3:30inthewinter dusk, tour
thehouse by candldlight. Freebut
reservations suggested 215-597-8780,
Www.nps.gov/inde.

Weare planning for awonderful
celebration of Poe'sBicentennia in 2009.

Vigtthe Edgar Allan PoeNational
Historic Steonthe
web at www.nps.gov/edal.
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She Grew Up in Po€e's Philadelphia Home, But what Really

Scared Her Was Thomas Painel

Over a decade ago Sheila Rhoades
began to correspond with the Edgar Allan Poe
National Historic Ste (EDAL). Recently, Sheila
notified staff that she was coming to
Philadel phia and wanted to visit EDAL, which
was the home where her parentsraised her and
operated the Gimbel Poe Museum. EDAL
wanted to interview Sheila and she suggested, to
get started right away, why not conduct the
interview via email. Her subsequent visit to her
former home was funny and poignant. Sheila
couldrecall ingreat detail her childhood
memories of the house, especially memories of
her mother, who islong gone and loved giving
tours of Poe's home.

(Note: The artifacts that were collected and
displayed in Poe’'shome by Richard Gimbel, and
curated by Sheila's father, were bequeathed to the
Rare Book Department of the Free Library of
Philadel phia. Sheilaand her family lived in the part
of the site where Poe's neighbors lived. The last
tenantsto live in the section where Poe himself lived
moved out in 1926.)

Sheila Frayne Rhoades Poe House

Memories
with questionsfrom EDAL staff

EDAL staff (E): What year did your family move
into the house?

Shella(S): My dad washired as curator by Colonel
Richard Gimbel inthe1930's. My dad taught
public speaking at VilllanovaUniversity. Hemarried
in 1936 and had 3 children—my 2 older brothers
andme.

E: Did you accompany your mother on tours of
the house?

S: No - athough | once answered the door and
took some peoplethrough by myself at atender age
—around 7 yrs| think (very dangerousto do today)

Sheila Frayne Rhoades at the door to Poe's
kitchen, a room she visited many times when her

parents ran the Gimbel Poe Museum.

E: Your mother has been remembered by so
many visitors. Did anything she used to say
on her tours seemed particularly impressive
to you.
S. I’d st sometimes on the staircaselanding and
listento her. Sheawaysreferred to Poeas
“Eddy” —asif hewasapart of her family. She
stressed the point that hewasNOT an alcohalic,
for how could hewrite solegibly and sowell if
hewere?
[Note: Alcohol frequently got Poe into
trouble throughout most of his adult
life, so he struggled to abstain from
drinking, sometimes successfully,



sometimes no. We agree with Mrs.

Frayne that when his writing was good,

he probably wasn't drinking. Whether
or not Poe was an alcoholic, we leave
to experts to decide.]

E: Did you ever conduct tours yourself?

S: No, other than the episode when | wasachild
(seeabove). WhenI’d comein from school, my
momwouldtdll visitorsthat | wasastudent doing
“research”.

E: What are your favorite memories/stories
involving the Poe site?

S: I loved it when actorscametovisit. They
would be appearing onthelocal Mike Douglas
show (then broadcast from Philadel phia.) Some
that | recall arethe English actor John Neville,
(Rocky) Stallone, and Joan Riverswhose
husband wasnamed Edgar! My favoritewas
Vincent Price—he camewhen he had started
doing those Poe horror films- Hewas so
graciousand | treasurehisletters.

E: Did you tend to do book reports, etc. about
Poe?
S: No. Isn't that strange?

E: People often ask if the house is haunted.

S: I never saw aghost, but | didn’t likegoinginto
the cottage areaby myself. | did haveafunny
feeling about that. I’ d take kids on spooky walks
through the house—oneboy insisted on staying an
hour aonein Poe'sroomwith just acandle- and
therest of uscrept up to the door to make tapping
sounds. It'sawonder thekid didn’t die of fright!

E: It seemsthat you like to write. Did you
pursue Literature studiesin college?

S: I loved Englishand History —all thearts(l have
aBA fromVillanova).

I’vebeenwriting freelancefor 7 yrsnow —for local
newspapersand magazinesin St. Louis. My niece
inTucsonisateacher and sheespecially loves
teaching Poe—so she'scarrying thetorch for us.
I’'mknown as* poelady” onthelnternet.

E: Did your father advise Gimbel on what to
acquire?

S: No, my dad didn’t havethat muchinfluenceon
what Richard acquired. Richard had thefinances
and was quiteacollector - not just Poe, but
Thomas Paine - wasanother one of hisfascinations
- we had Paine’sdeath mask inthehouseand |

Sheila and Marlott Rhoadesin the Reading Room of the
Edgar Allan Poe National Historic Ste






